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Langston Hughes, color woodcut on blueprint, 24 x 30 inches, 2017



Let America Be America Again
llse Schreiber-Noll

This poem by Langston Hughes is the underlying motto for these woodcuts,
paintings and books.

Langston Hughes the great Harlem Renaissance poet wrote this poem in 1935.
A timeless verse that could have been written today as an antidote to our present
government, a government that ignores the needs of its people and replaces a
sense of solidarity with disadvantaged and vulnerable groups with cruel and ethno-
centered policies.

| am trying to interpret this poem in my work and hope that together with Langston
Hughes words “Let America be America again / Let it be the dream it used to be”
| will be able to encourage the viewer to think about this and to reevaluate and to
ask him or herself: “What has and is happening to this Dream, the Dream of a coun-
try that is shared by African-Americans, the working class, immigrants, and Native
Americans, the Dream of Equality, Free Speech, Peace, Justice and Freedom?”

My woodcuts are direct references to the happenings of our times indicated by
the newspaper background, while the birch trees, the motif of my paintings, stand
strong and untouchable as symbols of hope, new beginnings, regeneration and the
promise of what is to come.



Let America Be America Again 1, mixed media on linen, 38 x 78 inches, 2017

Text overlay: excerpts from Langston Hughes : Let America Be America Again,,
woodcut printed on organza

Above left: Instalation view Right: detail with text






Right: Regeneration, mixed media on linen, 38 x 78 inches, 2017
Above left: Detail of Regeneration
Above right: Diaries of Conflicts 1, 20 of 60 loose pages,mixed media on newspaper






Let America be America Again, color woodcut on blueprint,
Text: Excerpta of Lanston Hughes poem24 x 30 inches, 2017



Let America Be America Again II”’ Let us build Bridges
”’color woodcut on blueprint, 24 x30 inches, 2017



Let America Be America Again 2, mixed media on linen, 38 x 78 inches, 2017
Text overlay: excerpts from Langston Hughes : Let America Be America Again,,
woodcut printed on organza

Above left: Detail Right: Diaries of Conflicts book XVI, 2017






Right: Hope, mixed media on linen, 45 x 78 inches, 2017
Above left: Detail — Above right: Road to Freedom Book 11,
Unique Artist’s Book, Book closed: 16” x 15 %", Book open: 25" x 15 %4”x 2”7, 2017






Let America be America Again, color woodcut on blueprint,
Text: Excerpta of Lanston Hughes poem24 x 30 inches, 2017



Let America Be America Again IIT”
”’color woodcut on blueprint, 24 x30 inches, 2017



Right: New Beginnings, mixed media on linen, 38 x 78 inches, 2017

Above left: Installation view

Above right: Diaries of Conflicts 11, 16 unique Artists Books , mixed media on paper
Depicting conflicts the US is involved in 2007-2017, work in progress






Let America be America Again IV, color woodcut on blueprint,
24 x 30 inches, 2017



Let America Be America Again V
”’color woodcut on blueprint, 24 x30 inches, 2017
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The artist presently lives and works in Croton on Hudson, N.Y, USA
and in Berlin, Germany.

All the books in this selection are conceived, printed and bound by the artist
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